g8                     HENRY HOWARD: THE EARL OF SURREY
With them they carried four "stone bows" and their servants,
armed with cudgels, followed.
The London 'prentice has ever been known for his trucu-
lence, In Tudor times especially, he was no respecter of the
rank or arms of the persons who happened to arouse his an-
tagonism. And young gallants on a spree have always been
fair game when they go slumming. The free-for-all right first
broke out in Cheapside. The citizens and 'prentices were routed
by the stone bows. The victors, shouting and singing, gave
chase. Turning up Milk Street, they had reached the house of
Sir Richard Gresham when the last of their victims disappeared.
The glass windows of this "new man," a rich profiteer in
the suppression of the monasteries, caught the eye of these
crossbowmen who had no more human targets. To roistering
young Englishmen the sound of shattering glass is yet, ap-
parently, a necessary adjunct to a "jolly party." What could
be more apropos than that the glass of this Protestant profiteer
should furnish the obligate to the shouts of Surrey and his
companions! The cross bows were turned upon Gresham's
windows to begin the accompaniment which was finished by
the window glass of Alderman Birch, nearby.
Tiring of their inanimate targets, these roisterers went in
search of new fields to conquer. Arriving at the river, then the
"High Street" of London, they took boat, probably at Queen-
hythe or Paul's Wharf, without having a destination. Once em-
barked they decided that they must be rowed up and down
along the Bank, or Bankside (as the south shore of the Thames
is termed). They may have stopped at a tavern or so to add
fuel to their enthusiasm, but their chief amusement on the
river was to shoot pellets and hurl witty comments at the
"queanes" and "bullies" who infested the Bank at night. So
hilarious were they that the cold winds of the river in Janu-
ary did not drive them back to St. Lawrence Lane and the
walls of Mistress Arundell until after 2 A.M.
A Privy Council record of further examination of witnesses
in this matter reveals the interest of some member of the
Privy Council in gathering evidence with which to charge Sur-
rey with treason.